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Dec. 28: White House spokesperson Marlin Fitzwater confirmed that President Bush was studying
a Pentagon plan to impose a virtual air and sea blockade of Colombia with the stated objective
of inhibiting drug exports. Unidentified government sources cited by AFP said the plan would
involve stationing a US Navy aircraft carrier in the Caribbean to be used as a floating base for
aircraft carrying out patrols to block air-borne drug shipments from Colombia and Central America.
The sources said the plan could be underway before the scheduled Feb. 15 anti-drug summit in
Cartagena, Colombia. AP reported that some Colombian officials learned of the US plan only from
front-page reports appearing in the local press on Dec. 27.
In response to the uproar in Bogota over the news of a US air and sea operation off the Colombian
coast, the US Embassy in that country issued a communique to "clarify" what were described as
"confusing" stories published in the Colombian press. According to the communique, Washington
has "never contemplated a blockade" of Colombia, and that the US government would consider
anti-drug operations of this type only in international waters of the Caribbean. Next, said the
Embassy, no actions were contemplated without prior consultation with the governments of
Colombia and Venezuela.
The communique said that talks with both governments had already occurred, but a final plan
had not been formalized. Politicians of several parties, including Social Conservative presidential
candidate, Gabriel Melo Guevara, have publicly asserted strong opposition to Washington's plan,
and to President Virgilio Barco's administration for even seriously considering cooperation with
the US in the matter. Melo Guevara said the plan would constitute "a violation of Colombian
sovereignty and a crude form of laying siege to the country."
Jan. 6: Colombian radio networks Caracol and RCN quoted unidentified Pentagon sources as saying
the John K. Kennedy aircraft carrier and the cruiser USS Virginia were headed for Colombia's
Caribbean coast to begin setting up a blockade. Pentagon information officer Chris Cimko
confirmed the Kennedy and the Virginia sailed Jan. 4 from their home port in Norfolk, Va., and said
it was for routine training in the Atlantic. [An aircraft carrier normally has eight or 12 smaller ships
as part of its battle group, along with an aircraft wing composed of about 3,000 men and dozens of
observation and tracking planes.]
White House spokesperson Alixe Glen was cited by AP as saying that US ships had been slated to
sail to Colombia to help with the anti-drug effort. Later in the day she said she had been mistaken
and learned that it was not definite ships would go to Colombia, but only that they were on a routine
operations in the Atlantic. Colombian daily newspaper El Tiempo said it was unable to confirm the
radio reports. The newspaper said a US blockade in the Caribbean made little sense when cocaine
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already is being smuggled into the US from Pacific waters from Peru and Ecuador, as well as Brazil
and Venezuela.
The US Embassy in Bogota released a statement in response to the Colombian radio reports,
saying Washington is increasing air and sea patrols in the Caribbean in an attempt to block cocaine
smuggling, but did not say when the operation would begin, nor how many planes and ships would
be involved. "All operations will be conducted in international waters far from the Colombian coast.
Contacts with boats and planes will follow norms dictated by international laws and practices."
AFP cited unidentified Defense Department officials who said that Washington was consulting with
Bogota on increased joint drug interdiction efforts.
Jan. 7: The New York Times reported that the Colombian government opposed the stationing of US
Navy vessels off its coast. The Times said US officials planned to announce the anti-drug operation
earlier, but Colombian officials refused to meet with in the past week with a US team sent to explain
the plan. Colombian Foreign Minister Julio Londono Paredes reportedly said the government rejects
any attempt to search Colombian ships, including in international waters. He said that Colombia
would not participate in joint maneuvers with the US in international waters. Londono said
Colombia will hold Washington responsible for any violations of international law and regulations
perpetrated by the crews of US military vessels. He added that "any type of interference on the high
seas would require authorization by the Colombian government, specifically, the Defense Ministry."
Next, the minister asserted that it is "inconceivable" that the US considers the physical presence
of an aircraft carrier in international waters close to Colombia necessary to monitor and intercept
seagoing vessels and aircraft bound for the United States. First, he said, the US has the most
sophisticated equipment in existence for carrying out such surveillance and interception tasks.
Moreover, said the minister, under international law the US should carry out such activities only in
its own territorial waters. He concluded by asserting that it is neither necessary, nor appropriate,
that Washington's naval and air power be poised in Caribbean international waters much less in
Colombian territorial waters to accomplish the stated objectives.
Jan. 8: Daily newspaper La Prensa (Bogota), citing unidentified presidential advisers, said that
President Barco is amenable to the US plan, and disagrees with Londono. La Prensa reported that
the falling out between Barco and Londono started with the US invasion of Panama on Dec. 20. The
president is believed to have supported the invasion, while Londono expressed strong opposition.
The opposition Conservative Party and the leftist Patriotic Union Party reiterated criticisms of US
plans to patrol the Caribbean and/or search Colombian ships. The local media reported that the
Colombian Navy had intensified air and sea patrols in the country's territorial waters. Two warships
and combat aircraft normally based in Barranquilla were dispatched to the San Andres archipelago
and Providencia. Submarines are patrolling in and around the bay at Cartagena.
In Washington, State Department spokesperson Margaret Tutwiler said two aircraft carriers were
on maneuvers in the Atlantic, but are not taking action to intercept suspected drug traffickers. White
House spokesperson Fitzwater said "we are still talking to Colombia about interdiction...We don't
have agreement on the plan at this point." Radio Caracol network cited an unidentified senior
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government official who said Minister Londono was preparing to announce his resignation on
Monday, apparently to protest the US drug interdiction plan.
Londono, who has served as foreign minister since President Barco took office in August 1986,
took surprise leave after the Dec. 20 US invasion of Panama. He is currently vacationing on the
Colombian island of San Andres. Then, in an interview with Radio Caracol from Washington,
Colombian Ambassador to the US, Victor Mosquera Chaux, said Londono had told him he was not
resigning. In Caracas, following a meeting with President Carlos Andres Perez, Venezuelan political
leaders condemned US plans to set up an air and sea blockade off the Colombian coast.
Marco Tulio Bruni Celli, president of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, said
international cooperation, however noble its intent, could not take precedence over a given
country's territorial sovereignty. Pompeyo Marquez, president of the Socialist Movement Party
(MAS) said Venezuela cannot remain indifferent to such a policy of force as demonstrated
by the US. He called on Latin American governments to join together in an effort to prevent
the transformation of the continent into Washington's back yard. The Colombian Embassy in
Washington issued a statement denying that the US tried to set up a blockade in Colombia's coastal
waters.
The statement said that the US government had provided assurances it will not interfere with
Colombian flag ships, even on the high seas, without permission of Colombia's Defense Ministry.
Jan. 9: Pentagon spokesperson Bob Hall told reporters that the Kennedy and the Virginia were
located off the Florida coast. Hall declined to comment on reports out of Bogota that the vessels left
port in Norfolk, Va. on Thursday but were ordered to return amid protests from Colombia and other
Latin American nations.
In an editorial, Colombian daily El Tiempo reiterated criticism of the US invasion of Panama, but
asserted that the US plan to patrol the Caribbean do not pose a similar threat for Colombia. The
newspaper noted that the Vienna Convention, signed by Colombia and the United States, permits
ships of either country to stop and search vessels suspected of carrying narcotics in international
waters. White House spokesperson Roman Popadiuk told reporters that President Bush had assured
President Barco that he had not authorized, nor was contemplating, an air and sea blockade off the
Colombian coast. He added that press accounts were also in error regarding Bush's authorization
of joint naval maneuvers. (Basic data from AFP, 12/28/89, 01/06-09/90; AP, 01/07-09/90; Xinhua,
01/08/90; Notimex, 12/28/89, 01/07-09/90; New York Times, 01/07/90)
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